
Greetings Harvest Bible Fellowship! 
 

After three and a half months, we are excited to reopen our doors and begin meeting 
again in person! Quarantine has been a challenging time with many unique obstacles. Our 
greatest concern with regard to Covid-19 continues to be the safety of all members of our 
congregation. With that in mind, and after consulting with New York State safety 
recommendations, a plan has been prayerfully developed. As we prepare to come back 
together, we want to share with you the guidelines that have been adopted by our church 
leadership. 
 
At HBF, we plan to follow the NYS recommendations for basic safety. These are: 

● Wash your hands and/or use hand sanitizer often. 
● Wear a face covering when you are in public and cannot stay 6 ft. apart from others. 
● Avoid large groups. 
● Stay home if you are sick, or have recently been exposed to someone who is sick. 

 
 
Gathering Safely 

During each Sunday morning service, we are doing many things in an effort to keep 
everyone safe. First, seating is every other row and we ask that you keep 2 empty seats 
between different family groups/individuals. While this will limit the amount of seating in the 
sanctuary, there is overflow seating in the fellowship hall if needed. Luckily, we are able to 
accommodate our full congregation and still stay under the 50% capacity guideline from New 
York State. 

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the main floor of the church. Please use it when 
entering the building and as needed after the service. We encourage you to wear a face mask 
when entering and exiting the church building, however face masks are not required during the 
service. We hope that many of you feel comfortable enough to say hello to one another! During 
conversations, remember to maintain social distancing. Please keep in mind that there are 
many different opinions regarding the necessity of masks and what are best practices. People 
have different levels of comfort when it comes to physical contact. Above all else, we ask that 
you respect the opinions and decisions of others. 

Another way that we are working to promote safety is through consistent, thorough 
cleaning. Before and after each service, doors, bathrooms, countertops and other high traffic 
areas will be disinfected. Seats will also be sprayed down with a special cleaner after each 
service. We are limiting the use of the building to the main floor only and ask that you use 
the upstairs bathrooms except in the case of an emergency. 

 



Limited Programming 

Another big change is that there will be limited activities/classes as we transition back 
into a normal routine. There are NO in-person Children’s Sunday School classes at this 
time. Children will sit with their parents in the sanctuary and it is the parents’ responsibility to 
help their children maintain appropriate social distancing. Sunday School teachers have been 
encouraged to continue offering virtual weekly classes to their students. 

In addition to children’s programs, Adult Sunday School and Evening Service 
classes will not meet in person. They will continue through an online format at this point. By 
limiting the number of meetings, and postponing on-site small groups, we hope to provide a 
balance between safety and the importance of fellowship. After a few weeks, the church 
leadership team will meet again to determine the best way to reincorporate these other 
important elements into our church schedule. 

During the morning service, you will notice other things that are slightly different from 
past experience. For many, singing is an extremely important form of worship and an integral 
part of each service. We have decided to continue live worship, but will reduce the number of 
songs each week. There will be no choir at this point. Coffee and snacks will not be 
available on Sundays, but we encourage you to bring your own cup of coffee with you if you 
would like. Bulletins, communion cups, and other items will not be handed out. These items 
will be available for pickup at the table as you enter the church if you would like them. 

 

Other Options 

We recognize that people have different comfort levels with regard to quarantine and 
relaxing the restrictions. Some of you are not ready to join us in person at this time. We 
understand and respect that decision. Our Facebook Live streaming during services will 
continue, and we hope that many of you will be able to fellowship with us remotely in that way. 

We are also excited to present you with a second option. If you would still like to come 
to the church, but are not ready to come inside, you will now be able to listen to the service in 
your own car via the radio. The morning service will be broadcast using a short-range 
transmitter. (See Pastor Ken for details.) 

 

All of us at Harvest Bible Fellowship have missed you dearly and are looking forward to 
fellowshipping with you in person. Please know that we will continue to do our best to navigate 
these unexpected and constantly changing waters. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact any of the Elders or Deacons, and we would be happy to assist you. May God 
bless you and keep you healthy and safe! 

Pastor Ken Todd  

and the HBF Leadership Team 


